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For Immediate Release:

July 15, 2009
UFC HEADS BACK TO TEXAS FOR UFC 103 

FOUR FIGHTS ALREADY INKED FOR 

FIRST-EVER UFC® EVENT IN DALLAS 

MIKE SWICK vs. MARTIN KAMPMANN

EFRAIN ESCUDERO vs. COLE MILLER

JOSH KOSCHECK vs. FRANK TRIGG

TYSON GRIFFIN vs. HERMES FRANCA
LIVE FROM THE AMERICAN AIRLINES CENTER – SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2009

Las Vegas, NV (USA) – As the old adage proclaims, everything is bigger and better in Texas. On Saturday, September 19th, the Ultimate Fighting Championship® (UFC®) will prove it as the organization brings one of the most talent-rich events of the year to the American Airlines Center in Dallas, Texas for UFC 103. Featuring four pivotal bouts with world title implications as well as a main event still to be announced, the star power on the UFC card, which includes  Mike Swick vs. Martin Kampmann, Efrain Escudero vs. Cole Miller, Josh Koscheck vs. Frank Trigg and Tyson Griffin vs. Hermes Franca, will more than light up the Texas night.
 “I’m excited the UFC is heading back to Texas,” UFC President Dana White said. “Our event in Houston was a great success. Wherever we go, fans know UFC delivers great fights. Mike Swick vs. Martin Kampmann could be fight of the night at UFC 103 because the winner takes on Georges St-Pierre for the welterweight title.”
Tickets for UFC 103 will go on sale Saturday, July 18 at 10 a.m. CT and will be priced at $450, $350, $250, $150, $100 and $50. Tickets are available at all Ticketmaster outlets, Ticketmaster.com, AmericanAirlinesCenter.com, American Airlines Center Box Office and by phone at 1-800-745-3000. Prices do not include service charges.
UFC® Fight Club™ members will have the opportunity to purchase tickets to this event Thursday, July 16 starting at 10 a.m. CT via UFC.com. A special Internet ticket pre-sale will be available to UFC newsletter subscribers on Friday, July 17 starting at 10 a.m. CT. To access this presale, users must register for the UFC newsletter through UFC.com.

“The UFC is the most successful organization in mixed martial arts,” Ken Kuhl, Assistant Vice President of Events and Booking at American Airlines Center said. “American Airlines Center is excited to give Dallas the opportunity to see this amazing roster of mixed martial arts live.”
American Airlines Center:  As Dallas’ premier sports and entertainment venue, American Airlines Center host over 200 events a year, including sports, concerts and family entertainment.  American Airlines Center is home to the Dallas Mavericks and Dallas Stars. For more information, please visit www.americanairlinescenter.com.

Welterweight contender and Houston native Mike Swick (fighting out of San Jose, Calif.) is sure to have the hometown fans in his corner when he takes on the dangerous Martin Kampmann (fighting out of Las Vegas, Nev.). Since making the move to welterweight, Swick has been a perfect 4-0 with two knockouts, the most recent coming against Ben Saunders at UFC 99 in June. The 30-year-old with a 14-2 professional mixed martial arts record has nine UFC wins and he is amped up to be finally fighting for the opportunity to challenge for a title shot. Martin Kampmann turned many heads in the MMA community with an impressive split-decision victory over former World Extreme Cagefighting® (WEC®) welterweight champion Carlos Condit in April. With two straight wins since moving down to welterweight and six overall in the UFC, the 15-2 Kampmann is beginning to hit his stride.
Winner of Season 8 of The Ultimate Fighter™, lightweight Efrain Escudero (fighting out of Tempe, Ariz.) remained undefeated in his mixed martial arts career with a unanimous decision win over Phillipe Nover at the TUF8 season finale in December. The 23-year-old Mexico native and former All-American collegiate wrestler has possibly found his match on the ground when he faces submission specialist Cole Miller (fighting out of Coconut Creek, Fla.). The 25-year-old Augusta, Georgia native has won his last two matches via submission with one of those victories coming against Brazilian jiu-jitsu black belt and MMA veteran Jorge Gurgel.
With 10 UFC wins already on his resume, 31-year-old Josh Koscheck (fighting out of Fresno, Calif.) has the experience and the skill to mix it up with anyone in the welterweight division. For his next match, the former NCAA Division I national wrestling champion will need every bit of that experience when he faces one of the toughest tests in his career in Frank Trigg (fighting out of Las Vegas, Nev.). A veteran of 25 mixed martial arts fights, the Rochester, New York product is no stranger to the Octagon, taking on fighters such as Matt Hughes, Georges St-Pierre, Dennis Hallman and Renato Verissimo. Now the experienced wrestlers square off as Trigg fights for the first time in the UFC since 2005.
Already a fight of the night candidate, lightweights Tyson Griffin (fighting out of Las Vegas, Nev.) and Hermes Franca (fighting out of Jupiter, Fla.) are sure to give the Dallas fans a great show. With wins over Clay Guida, Gleison Tibau and most recently Rafael Dos Anjos, the 25-year-old Griffin has already compiled 13 wins in his pro MMA career. Now the Sacramento native will face his toughest test on the ground against Franca, a Brazilian jiu-jitsu black belt. The 34-year-old UFC and WEC veteran already has nine wins total in both organizations against names that include Nate Diaz, Jamie Varner, Spencer Fisher and Caol Uno. His most recent grudge match victory against Marcus Aurelio at UFC 90 has propelled the former world title challenger back into the spotlight. 
About The Ultimate Fighting Championship®

The Ultimate Fighting Championship® is the world’s leading professional mixed martial arts organization and offers the premier series of MMA sports events. Owned and operated by Zuffa™, LLC, and headquartered in Las Vegas, Nev., UFC® produces over twelve live pay-per-view events annually that are distributed residentially through North American cable and satellite providers including iNDEMAND Networks, DIRECTV, DISH Network, TVN Entertainment, BellTV, SaskTel Max™, Shaw Pay-Per-View, Viewers Choice, and WOWOW in Japan, and Premiere Combate and SporTV in Brazil, and via the Internet worldwide on Yahoo! Sports, and commercially through Joe Hand Promotions in the U.S. and Canadastar in Canada.  In addition to its North American distribution, UFC programming is distributed in over 100 countries and territories throughout the world.

Ultimate Fighting Championship®, Ultimate Fighting®, UFC®, The Ultimate Fighter®, Submission®, As Real As It Gets®, Zuffa® , The Octagon™ and the eight-sided competition mat and cage design are registered trademarks, registered service marks, trademarks, trade dress and/or service marks owned exclusively by Zuffa, LLC and licensed to its affiliated entities and other licensees in the United States and other jurisdictions. All other marks referenced herein may be the property of Zuffa, LLC, its affiliates or other respective owners.
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