[image: image3.jpg][/,

i

UL TIMATE FIGHTING®
CHAMPIONSHIJ>

PO. Box 26959 » Las Vegas, Nevada « 89126-0959 » phone 702-221-4780 » fax 702-367-6373.






For Immediate Release:

Nov. 6, 2007
ULTIMATE FIGHTING CHAMPIONSHIP® 

PRESENTS UFC 80: RAPID FIRE
SATURDAY, JANUARY 19, 2008

LIVE FROM METRO RADIO ARENA, NEWCASTLE, ENGLAND
UFC® INTERIM WORLD LIGHTWEIGHT TITLE
“THE PRODIGY” BJ PENN vs. JOE “DADDY” STEVENSON 


(click to view video highlights)
ALSO: HEAVYWEIGHT FEATURE

GABRIEL “NAPAO” GONZAGA vs. FABRICIO WERDUM


(click to view video highlights)

 Tickets Go on Sale Wednesday, Nov. 7 at 10am GMT
[image: image3.jpg]Las Vegas, NV (USA) – Hawaiian superstar BJ Penn has waited six years for another shot at the lightweight title that eluded him in 2002.  On January 19, 2008, at the Metro Radio Arena in Newcastle, England, “The Prodigy” finally gets his chance for redemption when he challenges Joe “Daddy” Stevenson for the Interim World Lightweight Championship at UFC 80: RAPID FIRE.  Also featured on this star-studded card, which was made official today by the Ultimate Fighting Championship® (UFC®) organization, is a heavyweight showdown between top contenders Gabriel “Napao” Gonzaga and Fabricio Werdum.
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“BJ Penn and Joe Stevenson are two of the top lightweights in the world,” said Dana White, UFC President.  “Penn is the former world welterweight champion and Stevenson is unbeaten in the UFC as a lightweight.  Both of these guys are known for their ground games and their will to win, so not only will it be a great fight, but the winner will become the interim world lightweight champion.”
Tickets for UFC 80: RAPID FIRE will go on public sale Saturday, Nov. 10 at 10am GMT and will be priced at £35, £50, £100, £150 and £200.  Tickets will be available through ticketmaster.co.uk and www.metroradioarena.co.uk.

UFC® Fight Club™ members will have the opportunity to purchase tickets to this event Wednesday, Nov. 7 at 10am GMT via the website www.ufc.com.  A special Internet ticket pre-sale will be available to UFC newsletter subscribers Friday, Nov. 9 starting at 10am GMT.  To access this presale, users must register for the UFC newsletter through www.ufc.com.
One of the most gifted fighters to ever grace the UFC Octagon™, hence his nickname, “The Prodigy”, BJ Penn (12-4-1) has amazed fight fans throughout his career with a blend of stellar ground work, knockout power, and a warrior’s heart.  In 2002, he challenged for the lightweight title against Jens Pulver but fell short in a five round war.  Two years later though, he shocked the world when he won the welterweight title by submitting Matt Hughes at UFC 46.  In 2007 though, Penn returned to the division where he first made his mark and he began on his road to the 155-pound title by avenging his first defeat with a submission win over Pulver at The Ultimate Fighter® season five finale on June 23rd.  He will come full circle on January 19 if he can defeat Stevenson for the interim lightweight title.

“I’m very excited to be fighting for the UFC lightweight interim title and to be matched up against Stevenson,” said Penn.  “Our styles are very similar, and we both want the interim title, so I think it will be a good fight and an excellent fight for the fans.” 

  

A pro fighter since the age of 16, Joe “Daddy” Stevenson (33-7) has more experience than most fighters twice his age, and his time in the trenches of the fight game has prepared him for his first world title shot.  First arriving on the UFC scene as a welterweight with a win on season two of The Ultimate Fighter, Stevenson soon determined that his true fortunes lay in the lightweight division, and since moving to 155 pounds, he has been unstoppable, stopping Yves Edwards, submitting Dokonjonosuke Mishima and Melvin Guillard, and decisioning Kurt Pellegrino en route to his meeting with Penn in Newcastle.

“I’m really excited to fight BJ, and I’m happy to have the chance to fight for the interim title,” said Stevenson. “I think BJ is an awesome fighter. He has a dangerous ground game, but I don’t think it will be too big of a factor. And he’s not going to knock me out, so I’m confident that it will be my hand that’s raised at the end of the night.”

(more)
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Also featured on the UFC 80 card is the heavyweight feature Gonzaga vs.Werdum.

One of the most dangerous heavyweights on the planet, with the ability to end a fight via submission or with a devastating knockout, Rio De Janeiro native Gabriel “Napao” Gonzaga (8-2) captured the imagination of UFC fans in April when he knocked out the feared striker Mirko Cro Cop with a single head kick at UFC 70.  And though Gonzaga fell short in his subsequent shot at Randy Couture’s heavyweight crown in August, the 28-year old Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu Black Belt is eager to get back in line for a title shot, something that will be made easier with a win over the only other man to beat him, Fabricio Werdum.

A highly-regarded veteran who made his name in the PRIDE® organization, Porto Alegre, Brazil’s Fabricio Werdum (9-3-1) lost a hard-fought decision to former heavyweight champion Andrei Arlovski in his UFC debut in April, but he plans on evening his record on January 19 by repeating his 2003 TKO win over Gabriel Gonzaga.  To do that, the highly decorated Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu Black Belt will have to use the tools that led him to PRIDE wins over Alistair Overeem and Aleksander Emelianenko and which have led many to dub him the best kept secret in the heavyweight division
Also confirmed for UFC 80 is a welterweight battle of the adoptive Brits as Irish-American Marcus Davis clashes with Anglo-Frenchman Jess Liaudin. 

Former pro boxer Davis is on an incredible 10 fight winning streak and is coming off two hugely impressive wins in Belfast and London. Likewise, the London-based Liaudin, a 19 fight MMA veteran, is in the form of his life and has won both his previous UFC fights in the very first round.

The remaining bouts for UFC 80: RAPID FIRE will be announced in the near future. All bouts live and subject to change.  For further information on the UFC visit www.ufc.com or uk.ufc.com or www.ufcespanol.com.
###
About The Ultimate Fighting Championship

The Ultimate Fighting Championship® brand is the world’s leading professional mixed martial arts organization and offers the premier series of MMA sports events.  Owned and operated by Zuffa, LLC, and headquartered in Las Vegas, Nev., the UFC® organization produces approximately twelve to fourteen live pay-per-view events annually that are distributed through cable and satellite providers.  In addition to its U.S. distribution, UFC fight programs are distributed throughout the world including broadcast on MAIN EVENT in Australia, Globosat in Brazil and Bravo and Setanta Sports in the United Kingdom. For more information, or current UFC fight news, visit www.ufc.com or uk.ufc.com or www.ufcespanol.com. 
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Ultimate Fighting Championship®, Ultimate Fighting®, UFC®, The Ultimate Fighter®, Submission®, As Real As It Gets®, Zuffa™, The Octagon™ and the eight-sided competition mat and cage design are registered trademarks, trademarks, trade dress or service marks owned exclusively by Zuffa, LLC in the United States and other jurisdictions. All other marks referenced herein may be the property of Zuffa, LLC or other respective owners.
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