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For Immediate Release:

December 24, 2007
ULTIMATE FIGHTING CHAMPIONSHIP TO HOLD

UFC 79 CLOSED-CIRCUIT SCREENING AT MANDALAY BAY
SATURDAY, DEC. 29 INSIDE MANDALAY BAY BALLROOM
 Tickets Go On Sale at 12 Noon PT Today



 
Las Vegas, NV (USA) – If you didn’t get your ticket in time to see the sold-out UFC 79: NEMESIS mega-fight live in Las Vegas this Saturday, you have a second chance to see it inside the Mandalay Bay, along with thousands of other UFC fans.  The UFC organization today announced it will hold a closed-circuit screening of UFC 79 inside the Mandalay Bay Ballroom.  Doors open at 6pm PT; UFC 79 screening begins at 7pm PT.
Tickets for the UFC 79 closed circuit screening are $50 and go on sale at 12 Noon today, Monday, Dec. 24. Tickets are available through any Mandalay Bay box office and all Las Vegas Ticketmaster locations (select Smith’s Food and Drug Centers, Macy’s West at the Fashion Show Mall and Ritmo Latino).  To charge by phone with a major credit card, call the Mandalay Bay box office at (702) 632-7580 or Ticketmaster at (702) 474-4000.  Tickets also are available for purchase at www.ufc.com, www.mandalaybay.com or www.ticketmaster.com.   

On December 29th, Matt Hughes will battle Georges St-Pierre for the interim UFC® Welterweight Championship in the main event of UFC 79: NEMESIS at the Mandalay Bay Events Center in Las Vegas.  St-Pierre replaces UFC Welterweight Champion Matt Serra, who was forced to withdraw from his bout with Hughes due to a herniated disc in his back.

(more)
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“Obviously, the loss of Matt Serra was brutal, but the great thing about the UFC is that we can put together great fights like Hughes-St-Pierre at a moment’s notice and bounce right back,” said UFC President Dana White. “I have the utmost respect for both Hughes and St-Pierre for stepping up for this fight, and not only are the fans going to see two of the greatest welterweights of all-time settle their score in a rubber match, but they're going to do it in a five round interim title fight, and the winner is going to face off next year against Matt Serra for the undisputed title.”

Hughes and St-Pierre are no strangers to one another, having fought twice with vastly different results. In their first bout at UFC 50 in October of 2004, Hughes won the vacant welterweight crown with a first round submission victory. In their November 2006 rematch, St-Pierre evened the score with a second round TKO of Hughes to win the 170-pound title. On December 29th, the two will settle matters once and for all.

“I’m so excited to get this fight,” said St-Pierre. “I’m fighting Matt Hughes for the interim title right now, and then after that I’m going to go after Serra. I’ve wanted that rematch against Serra, and this is the best scenario that can happen.”

Waiting in the wings will be the champion, Serra, who will have an odd rooting interest that night.

“I can’t believe the position this puts me in,” said the New Yorker, who won the title from St-Pierre and was looking forward to settling the score with the man he has been coaching against and trading barbs with on the sixth season of The Ultimate Fighter® Hughes. “I’m actually rooting for Matt Hughes so I can beat his ass.”

UFC 79 also features the long-awaited mega-fight between the two greatest 205-pound fighters of all-time, Chuck “The Iceman” Liddell and Wanderlei “The Axe Murderer” Silva, as well as an intriguing bout between Lyoto Machida and PRIDE® star Sokoudjou, who will be making his UFC debut. 
About The Ultimate Fighting Championship

The Ultimate Fighting Championship® brand is the world’s leading professional mixed martial arts organization and offers the premier series of MMA sports events.  Owned and operated by Zuffa, LLC, and headquartered in Las Vegas, Nev., the UFC® organization produces approximately twelve to fourteen live pay-per-view events annually that are distributed through cable and satellite providers.  In addition to its U.S. distribution, UFC fight programs are distributed throughout the world including broadcast on MAIN EVENT in Australia, Globosat in Brazil and Bravo and Setanta PPV in the United Kingdom. For more information, or current UFC fight news, visit www.ufc.com or uk.ufc.com or www.ufcespanol.com.
Ultimate Fighting Championship®, Ultimate Fighting®, UFC®, The Ultimate Fighter®, Submission®, As Real As It Gets®, Zuffa™, The Octagon™ and the eight-sided competition mat and cage design are registered trademarks, trademarks, trade dress or service marks owned exclusively by Zuffa, LLC in the United States and other jurisdictions. All other marks referenced herein may be the property of Zuffa, LLC or other respective owners.
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